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The President. All right. Well, this is not "The Swamp" that you're used to, but DC is built 
on a swamp, so welcome to Washington, DC, and welcome back to the White House. I know at 
least that the—some of the upperclassmen have been here before. Congratulations on the 
national champions—being the national champions for the second time in 3 years. That's 
outstanding, and they deserve a big round of applause, so give them a—[applause]. 

I want to congratulate everybody who makes this program run, from the assistants to the 
trainers, from the students to the ticket takers, all of you should be very, very proud. And I 
should mention, by the way, there are a whole bunch of Members of Congress who are here 
from Florida who are very proud. And so—and they brag about you in Congress all the time. 

I want to thank Coach Urban Meyer, his wife Shelley, and their family for being here. I 
was just mentioning as we were walking down, there's something about Coach Meyer's teams; 
they just have a lot of heart. And that's a reflection of coaching values that talk about character 
and integrity and not just winning. And so we are very appreciative of the work that you've 
done, Coach. That's also why it's so easy to tell that these guys have operated like one big 
family. And that comes across on and off the field.  

I do have to give a special shout-out to Marcus Gilbert. Where's Marcus? [Laughter] 
There he is. Marcus—I've got a soft spot for this guy, because his dad Jeff was the first Secret 
Service agent on my detail almost 2 years ago. He was with me for most of the campaign. He is 
a great friend of mine, and there he is back there. So that's Marcus's pop right here. We always 
tried to figure out how Marcus got so big—[laughter]—because Jeff is not that big, and his wife 
is even smaller.  

People forget now, but this team was not ranked number one until the end of the season. 
That's perseverance. And that's thanks to the tone the coach sets. He trains these guys for 
"competitive excellence," as he calls it, on and off the field. And in sports, as in life, your 
number may be called just once—oh, whose phone is that? [Laughter] Is that one of the 
player's phones? Fess up. [Laughter] All right. That's all right. Coach is going to talk to you 
after—[laughter]—about not turning off your phone.  

In sports as in life—I was going to say your number may just be called once, but I didn't 
mean it literally. [Laughter] And Coach makes sure that you're—they're ready when that 
happens.  

I understand that a lot of times reporters ask Coach Meyer, "What did you say to the team 
at halftime?" But what I've heard is he doesn't usually have to say too much because the leaders 
of this team step up and say what needs to be said. So there are guys like Percy and Brandon 
and Louis Murphy, and I understand there are a couple of comedians here, the 300-pound 
Pouncey twins. Where are they? [Laughter] Where are they at? Right there? [Laughter] All 
right. And then of course there's the quarterback. Where's Tebow at? 

Timothy Tebow. Right here. 

The President. There he is, over there—Heisman Trophy winner. That's what I'm talking 
about. [Laughter] Everybody is going to get a handshake afterwards, just relax. [Laughter] Tim 
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is an inspiration to so many, a guy whose true strength comes not from the gym, but from his 
faith. He says he puts faith, family, and academics above football. And that's incredible when 
you think about what he's done on the field: first sophomore ever to win the Heisman Trophy, 
in a season in which he personally scored more touchdowns than 87 entire teams in Division I–
A football.  

I remember watching the upset when you guys lost to Ole Miss. I was actually doing a 
debate in Ole Miss right before the game. And I remember Tim apologizing, watching him on 
TV apologizing to Gators fans and laying down a challenge to himself, making a commitment, a 
promise that in fact they were going to push as hard as he—they could and he was going to 
personally take it upon himself to make sure that you never see a team play harder than we will 
the rest of the season. 

You know, that's the kind of leadership that you want to see from all our young people, 
taking responsibility, challenging yourself and others, rising to the moment. You didn't promise 
that the Gators would win every game the rest of the way, but it's a testament to his leadership 
that they did, because he said we'll always play hard. 

Now, he'll be the first to tell you he didn't do any of this alone. Everybody stepped up. So 
there are guys like wide receiver David Nelson—where's David? There we go—[laughter]—
who went into Coach Meyer's office after Tim's promise and said he wouldn't do—he would do 
anything for this team, then upped his play all year, ended up catching the clinching 
touchdown. 

What Coach Meyer and all these guys also understand is, being a champion doesn't stop 
when you leave the field. They've committed themselves to 400 hours each year in service to 
others, mentoring at-risk youth, showing them that—those youth that if they put their hearts 
into it, they too can succeed. They play with children in pediatric units, help kids learn to read, 
promote fitness and physical activity, and so much more. 

And all of this makes the Gainesville community that much stronger, and it makes Florida 
that much stronger, it makes our country stronger. And I know that the guys behind me get a 
lot of it—a lot out of it in return. 

Now, last point I would make. I don't want to stir up controversy. You guys are the 
national champions. I'm not backing off the fact we need a playoff system. But I have every 
confidence that you guys could have beat anybody else. And so we'll see how that plays itself 
out.  I noticed they got all quiet after that. [Laughter] But you know, I'm one of those 
politicians, I don't just tell you what you want to hear, I tell you what you need to hear. 
[Laughter] 

I know final exams start this weekend, so I don't want to keep you any longer. You guys 
are going to have to hit the books. But I just want to say good luck to those who are going to be 
back next year, to those of you who are moving on the wider stage. Congratulations to all of you 
for a national championship that I know that you are extremely proud of. And I look forward to 
continuing to enjoy watching all of you next fall.  

So thank you very much, everybody. Give it up for the Gators.  

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in the East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Percy Harvin, wide receiver, Brandon Spikes, linebacker, Louis Murphy, wide 
receiver, Maurkice and Michael Pouncey, offensive linemen, and Tim Tebow, quarterback, 
University of Florida football team.  
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